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ability to deal with measures of policy, and in comprehension
of the principles of government. If the losses in business
were as great as is ever represented, the educational advan-
tages of a Presidential canvass are an adequate set-off. The
people have an opportunity to see and hear the men who are
engaged in public affairs and questions are discussed upon
their intrinsic merits. In the sixty years of my experience
there has been a great advance in the quality of the speeches
to which the people have listened. The speeches of 1840 would
not be tolerated in 1900.

When great questions are under debate appeals are made
to the principles of government and proportionately the edu-
cation of the people is of a higher grade.

A serious objection to a long term in the Presidential office
is in the fact that a spirit of discontent, that always exists,
will develop into insubordination or even revolution. We
have an example in the history of the Republic of Hayti. The
term is seven years and in many cases the President has
been superseded by the leader of a revolutionary party. The
most recent instance was the overthrow of President Legi-
time and the instalment of Hyppolite. The peace and pros-
perity of Hayti would be promoted by reducing the term
of the Presidential office to two years. The contests that
are sure to arise among a mercurial people would thus be
transferred from the battle-field to the ballot-box. Who could
have answered for the peace of the United States in 1868 if
President Johnson's term had been six years instead of eight
months?